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Bud, not Buddy 
by Christopher Paul Curtis
A ten-year-old orphan in Flint, Michigan, 
runs away from his latest foster care to search for the man he 
believes to be his father – a jazz musician playing in musical 
clubs in Grand Rapids.

Cat Running by Zilpha Keatley Snyder
Cat Kinsey loves to run and she would also 
like to have a quiet space so she builds a secret 
hideout.  �e hideout soon attracts the 
attention of the children from a poor family 
that has moved to her small California town 
after the dust storms have destroyed their 
home in Texas.

�e Cave by Kathleen Karr
While living in poverty in South Dakota during the Great 
Depression, Christine discovers a cave �lled with treasures 
that might help her family survive.

Christmas After All: �e Great Depression Diary of 
Minnie Swift by Kathryn Lasky
Life for Minnie changes drastically when her poor cousin 
arrives from Texas and her father loses his job in 1932.

Dragon Road by Laurence Yep
Cal Chin leaves San Francisco’s Chinatown in 
1939 and joins the Dragons, a professional 
basketball team, with hopes of �nding a better 
life during the Great Depression.

Let the Circle be Unbroken 
by Mildred D. Taylor
In 1935 Mississippi, the Logan family is hit by hard times 
while also dealing with prejudice from the white population 
in the South. (Sequel to Roll of �under, Hear my Cry.)

�e Luck of the Buttons by Anne Ylvisaker
�e Button family is living a fairly ordinary life in Iowa in 
1929 until Tugs Button wins a camera, tries to solve a 
mystery, and attempts to change her family’s luck.

A Long Way from Chicago by Richard Peck
Every summer two young children from Chicago visit their 
quirky grandmother in a small town in Illinois and take part 
in a variety of adventures as their grandmother helps others 
during the di�cult years of the Great Depression.

�e Mighty Miss Malone by Christopher 
Paul Curtis
Deza and her family must split up and live in 
separate cities, so her father can get a job 
during the Great Depression.  When her 
father goes to Michigan to work and they do 
not hear from him, they move to Michigan 
hoping to �nd him. 

Mirror, Mirror on the Wall: �e Diary of Bess Brennan 
by Barry Denenberg
A young girl loses her sight when injured in a sledding 
accident and goes to the Perkins School for the Blind to 
learn Braille in this novel set during the Great Depression.

Moon over Manifest by Clare Vanderpool
Abilene, who has lived with her drifter father, is sent to stay 
with her father’s friend in Manifest, Kansas, and tries to 
understand life in that small town in 1936.

On the Blue Comet by Rosemary Wells
When his father must leave Illinois to look for work in 
California during the Great Depression, Oscar is left to live 
with his aunt.  He meets a stranger one day, witnesses a 
bank robbery, and is transported to another time and place 
on a magical train.

Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse
Told in verse poetry, Billie Jo relates the story of tough 
times living on her family’s farm in Oklahoma during the 
Dust Bowl era.

R my Name is Rachel 
by Patricia Reilly Giff
Rachel, her two siblings, and her father 
must leave their home in the city and move 
to a run-down country house hoping that 
their father can get work there.

Roll of �under, Hear my Cry by Mildred D. Taylor
�e story of the Logan family in Mississippi, recounts the 
racial di�culties for this African-American family and our 
nation in the 1930s.

Strawberry Hill by Mary Ann Hoberman
Allie is sad to leave her best friend and struggles to adjust to 
her new home when her family moves from New Haven, 
Connecticut to a rural town in that state during the Great 
Depression.

Tennyson by Lesley M.M. Blume
Tennyson and her sister, Hattie, go to live with their Aunt 
Henrietta in a run-down plantation house in New Orleans 
after their mother abandons them during the Great 
Depression.

Treasures in the Dust by Tracey Porter
Two best friends, Violet and Annie, alternately tell the story 
of life in rural Oklahoma and dealing with the Great 
Depression, dust storms, and lack of rain as well as the 
migration of Violet’s family to California.

Turtle in Paradise by Jennifer Holm
When her mother must take a job as a housekeeper, Turtle 
leaves her New Jersey home to stay with her aunt in Key 
West, Florida in 1935.

�e Wonder of Charlie Anne by Kimberly Newton Fusco
Charlie Anne is left to live with a cousin in Massachusetts 
when her father goes north to look for work during the 
Great Depression. �ere she befriends an African American 
girl and witnesses the prejudice of that time.
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