


Switching to drought-tolerant plants is a great first
step. Many nurseries offer a wide selection of native
shrubs, trees, perennials, and grasses; talk to your
nurseryman to find out what's best for your garden.
Another water-savvy option: try beautiful plants from
other dry regions, like Australia, the Mediterranean,
and South Africa. For healthiest plants, aim to group
them according to similar watering needs. This pro-
motes healthy growth and root systems, and reduces
the risk of over- or under-watering. To find out what
works in your region, go to the Sunset Plant Finder
(sunset.com/plantfinder) or saveourh2o.org.

(Arctostaphylos
uva-ursi)

Hardy groundcover,
with tiny pink flow-
ers in spring, red to
purple foliage in fall.

(Calliandra californica)
Native shrub grows
to 5 ft.; puffy blooms
are irresistible to
hummingbirds.

(Penstemon eatonii)
Perennial accent
plant grows to 3 ft.;
dazzling red flowers
bloom spring to early
summer.

(Ceanothus)

Wide range of sizes
(groundcover to tall
shrubs). Elegant flow-
ers attract butterflies.



Take a look at your yard. Do you really need that Water-saving devices can be surprisingly easy to get

; plot of water-guzzling lawn? Across California, lawns up and running, with almost immediate results.
Combine easy-care, . .
water-wise plants for are the number-one consumer of residential water
a beautiful lawn-free outdoors. Instead, try limiting turf to places where

Tiny emitters affixed to flexible tubing release water

garden. Look for
directly onto the soil, replacing water-wasting sprayers.

drought-tolerant
options, including:

you really need it (like kids’ play areas). Or try elimi-
nating it altogether—it's the most effective way to
reduce your outdoor water use (plus it gets you out

Native grasses

Flowering perennials  Of the mowing grind). Monitors Ioc.:al weather‘copcjlitions to adjust watering
Suceulonte So be honest—if you don't use it, why not ditch it? = to match soil type and individual plant needs.
Hardy shrubs Beautiful landscapes that replace turf with easy-
care, drought-tolerant plants (see list, at left) will These devices reduce runoff and wind blow, making
make you wonder why it took you so long to make watering more efficient.
the switch.

Simple device installs onto irrigation systems to auto-
‘matically stop watering when it's raining.
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Concrete is one of the most common backyard
hardscapes. Yet concrete is impermeable, meaning
rainwater can’t soak naturally into the soil. Replacing
concrete with 100-percent permeable or semi-per-
meable materials allows water to percolate into the
soil, and to your plants’ roots. Plus, these hardscapes
add unique beauty to your backyard living space.

= STONE OR CONCRETE PAVERS Leave generous gaps
between pavers. Plant ultra-low groundcover, like

. . Try these tricks to give

hardy creeping thyme, in gaps. the illusion of water
without increasing

= STEPPINGSTONES ——

OR PEA GRAVEL
Use these in
place of concrete
or asphalt paths

= Recirculating
fountain

= Birdbath
= Dry creekbed

= DECOMPOSED = Water jars and urns

GRANITE This
material, often
called DG, gives
a warm, Mediter-
ranean feel to an
outdoor living
space






