
Burlingame Housing Workshop #2: Questions and Comments 
Questions raised by those in attendance at Housing Workshop #2 on 5/20/14 
 
 
North Burlingame area seems have a lot of opportunities for housing, but it doesn’t seem like we’re 
seeing much. 
There numerous individual property owners in the area, which makes it difficult to develop sizable 
projects. Older office buildings are still being rented out, and many long-term property owners do not 
want to put their properties on the market. Having said that, there is currently a 25-unit condominium 
under construction, as well as two senior assisted living projects.   
 
The City had put out a Request for Proposals (RFP) to develop parking lot sites in the Downtown. Will 
there be more RFPs? 
Initially these were prepared in order to generate interest in Downtown development. Since then 
there have been a number of new infill projects Downtown, so the market is responding on its own. 
Additional RFPs are not currently planned, but the City Council has indicated it will entertain offers for 
joint development of city parking lots if the proposal provides benefits to the community. 
 
What is the status of the second level over Burlingame Plaza? 
Zoning allows changes to Burlingame Plaza but owners are pursuing a remodel instead. The shopping 
center is split into multiple parcels, so it is difficult to coordinate a more ambitious project. 
 
Are there any assisted living projects? 
Sunrise Senior Living has entered into an agreement with the City to resume construction of its 79-
unit assisted living project at 1818 Trousdale Drive. Construction is now underway. There is also a 
proposed 124-unit assisted living project at 1600 Trousdale Drive under review. 
 
Has anyone looked at East Burlingame, specifically the movie theater site? 
Currently, the City is not looking at changing the movie theater site to a housing site. The land use 
designation of the theater site would need to be changed in order to accommodate housing. The 
upcoming General Plan update will provide an opportunity to reconsider land uses and propose 
changes to sites that the community thinks would be better utilized, including the theater location. In 
terms of physical constraints, the lack of services at the site to support housing development is an 
existing challenge and will require more planning and investment to become a residential location. 
 
Housing at the Peninsula Hospital area used to be affordable to seniors. Is there a way to make housing 
affordable and keep people in their homes?  
Plans for the Peninsula Hospital area are conceptual at this point. The health district that owns the 
property has expressed an interest in developing a master plan for the site, with a mix of senior living 
housing. Depending on the mix of housing, some of the units will be required to be affordable.   
 
Comment: What is Neighborhood Housing Services of Silicon Valley’s role as an affordable housing 
resource? 
Neighborhood Housing Services of Silicon Valley manages Burlingame’s affordable housing programs. 
Burlingame’s affordable housing program is relatively new, however, so it only has a small number of 
units at present. 
 
  



Comment: MidPen, affordable housing developer, has evaluated the vacant and underutilized sites 
inventory to determine suitability for affordable housing. 
MidPen reviews sites around the Bay Area to determine if they are viable for affordable housing 
development. Smaller properties might be assembled into larger, more financially practical projects. 
After a preliminary examination, MidPen found 12 sites in Burlingame with the potential for 
affordable housing, and 11 of these sites could accommodate families or seniors.  
 
Sites with the potential to support affordable housing development are ones that meet eligibility for 
State and Federal funding. Affordable housing is often located near amenities such as transit, senior 
centers, and parks. Burlingame’s Caltrain stations and the proximity to BART in Millbrae allow housing 
units to have good access to regional public transportation.  
 
Is the total Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) figure the number of affordable units that the City 
needs to provide? 
The City’s RHNA of 863 is cumulative of housing needs at all income levels for the next eight years, as 
determined by the State to meet the City’s share of regional population and job growth. The City is 
required to provide sufficient zoning capacity to accommodate the units, but is not responsible for 
constructing or delivering the units itself.   
 
What are the characteristics and restrictions of second units? 
Second units are considered independent housing units. However, second units must occupy the same 
lot as a primary owner-occupied dwelling unit. They may either be attached to the primary dwelling 
unit or stand alone as a detached structure. As independent dwelling units, second units are required 
to have a bathroom and kitchen. 
 
Do second units count towards RHNA targets? 
Yes, second units count towards the target and provide an important source of affordable housing 
units. 
 
Comment: What opportunities are offered by Human Investment Program (HIP)? 
Human Investment Program (HIP) connects people to affordable housing options, including a home 
sharing program linking people in need of housing with people who have space in their homes. The 
homesharing program is mentioned in the Housing Element, and while home sharing is not counted 
towards RHNA targets it offers an important affordable choice for some in the community. 
 
What are in-lieu fees? 
In-lieu fees are tools that allow developers to pay fees to the City as an alternative to providing the 
required affordable housing units within their projects. A nexus study can show the linkage between a 
project and the need for affordable housing generated by the completion of the project, and this can 
serve as the basis for the in-lieu fee. For example, a new market-rate residential development will 
require a variety of services and amenities for its residents. A number of workers in lower wage 
service industries will need to be hired to provide those services, and those workers will need housing 
that is affordable to their income levels. 
 
Has the City considered the Center for Independence of Individuals with Disabilities as a local resource? 
The City understands that Golden Gate Regional Center provides services to persons with disabilities 
in the region encompassing San Mateo, San Francisco, and Marin counties. In expanding outreach to 
persons with disabilities, the City would also like to include other local resources and will look into the 
services provided by the Center for Independence. 


