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OverDrive eBook Download Instructions for Amazon Kindle 
 

          Burlingame Public Library 
 

 
 

Equipment needed to ensure a successful download for checking out eBooks: 
 

 A computer  
 An Amazon account  
 A Kindle 
 A library card  
 A USB cord, if Wi-Fi is unavailable 

 
OVERVIEW: In order to ensure a successful download, you will first need to register your 
Kindle device at www.amazon.com. Browse the Peninsula Library System’s eBook catalog. 
Select and download eBook title(s) in the Kindle specific format. And finally, transfer or “sync” 
the title onto your eReader via a Wi-Fi connection or USB cord. 
 
For those of you using the older generation Kindles, i.e. the Kindle keyboard, a USB cord will 
be needed in order to “sync” your device with your account and newly acquired eBook loan via 
a computer. However, if you are utilizing a Kindle Fire or Touch, you have the option of using 
the built-in Wi-Fi connection to load your eBook selection(s) directly.  

 
Registering your Kindle device 

 
1. Create/Log into your Amazon account 
2. Under Your Account, select Manage Your Kindle 
3. Select Register a Kindle 
4. Enter your Kindle Serial Number 
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Checking out eBooks in Kindle format  
 
Start your eBook browsing and selection process by visiting the Peninsula Library System’s 
digital catalog at pls.lib.overdrive.com 
 

 
 
Above Image: Patrons have the option of browsing our catalog by genre, media, age-level or 
featured titles. If you utilize the Advanced Search feature, you can hone your search even 
further by Format, Languages, Publishers, etc…  
 
Under All Formats, in the Advanced Search window, condense your search to Kindle 
Book by pressing the drop-down menu. You can limit your choices further by checking the 
Show only titles with copies available box and click Search. 
 

 If you are looking for a particular title and it is currently unavailable, 
            the option to Place a Hold is given. 
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 Once you have found a title that you would like to check out, click Borrow. 
 

 
 
 You will then be prompted to select your PLS library. Once you select your library, please 
sign in with your library card number (no spaces required).  
 

 Patrons may determine the duration of their digital loan lending period from 7 - 21 days. To 
do so, go to your account Settings and choose your digital loan lending period. Then click 
Done. (This will become your default digital loan lending period until you alter your account 
settings.)  
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 Your title has now been secured and transferred onto your library record. To begin 
downloading your title, click on the Download drop-down menu, select Kindle Book and 
click on Confirm & Download. 
 
 

 
 

 Once the download is complete, you’ll then be directed over to Amazon, where you can 
retrieve your loan by selecting the Get library book option. This window informs you when 
your title’s loan period has expired and when your loan will automatically be removed from 
your device.  
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 Log into your Amazon account and click Sign in using our secure server 
 

 
 

 If you have more than one device registered with Amazon, you will be asked to choose 
which one you want to utilize with the drop-down menu. After you have chosen click 
Continue. 
 

 
 

 If for some reason Amazon cannot connect to your Kindle, it will tell you when that “Your 
public library book has been delivered to your Kindle. Your Kindle will download (the title) the 
next time it connects to Wi-Fi…”. This means that the next time you go to Burlingame Library 
or any place with Wi-Fi, it should show up when your device is synced. If you are unsure how 
to sync your Kindle, consult your device manual or see Amazon.com “help” for instructions on 
how to sync your device. 
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 Or you will also have the option to download the eBook to your computer and then transfer 
it to your Kindle via the USB cable. Click Download now to transfer this way.  

 
 

 
 
 The eBook will be an .azm file and will be saved to its default location (usually in the 
Documents file under Downloads); the name of the file will be the-book-title.azm.  
 

 
  

 
● On your device, hit Menu and select the Sync and Check for items option in order to 
update your eReader’s inventory. 

 

 Once you find the file (be sure your Kindle is connected to your computer with the USB 
cord) move, copy, or “drag and drop” the file to the Kindle. Check you Kindle “Home page” to 
be sure it downloaded properly and begin enjoying your free eBook compliments of 
Burlingame Public Library and Peninsula Library System.  
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* NEW! OverDrive READ Feature * 
 

 If you are using a Kindle device with Wi-Fi, you also have the option of viewing your title in 
your browser, as it is also available via Read (in your browser). This new OverDrive feature 
is known as OverDrive Read. This enables you to view an eBook without the need to process 
a download.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
● By clicking Read (in your browser) this eBook will be checked out to you. You may 
now enjoy your selection instantaneously and can find it featured on your account’s 
Bookshelf and can be viewed from any of your browser-capable devices. 

 
 

 
 
Please feel free to call the library, or come in with your device, if you have any 
questions. Thank you and enjoy! 
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