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Boston Jane: an adventure 
by Jennifer Holm
Miss Jane Peck leaves her 
high-society life in Philadelphia to travel to 
Washington territory in 1855. During her 
journey, she lives among American traders and the 
Chinook Indians.

�e case of the missing marquess
by Nancy Springer 
�is brave, clever girl is Sherlock Holmes’ little 
sister. In this, the �rst of the series, Enola must 

�gure out what happened when her 
mother disappears.

Bat 6 by Virginia Euwer Wolff
Racial tensions �are at an annual sixth-grade girls’ 
softball game in rural Oregon in 1949.

Catherine, called Birdy by Karen Cushman
Told in diary form, Birdy is smart, sassy and not 
at all interested in the things expected of her as a 
young lady of the Middle Ages, especially not in 
the string of suitors her father presents in hopes 
of marrying her o�. A great look at life in the 
Middle Ages of Europe.

Coraline by Neil Gaiman
When Coraline ventures through a mysterious 
door in her family’s �at, she enters a strange world 
and �nds that her family and the lost souls of three 
children are trapped there. Coraline must battle 
evil to save herself and the others.

Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan
Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius. 
When her parents are killed in a car accident, a 
mismatched group of strangers rally around her 
to become her substitute family.

Ella enchanted by Gail Carson Levine
In this new twist on the Cinderella tale, Ella is 
cursed with the “gift” of obedience and embarks on 
a quest to break the spell.

Esperanza rising by Pam Munoz Ryan
Esperanza faces the harsh life of Mexican farm 
workers in California just before the Great 
Depression.

�e evolution of Calpurnia Tate 
by Jacqueline Kelly
In turn of the century Texas, Calpurnia is the only 
girl in a family of boys. She develops a strong 
bond with her grandfather over their shared love 
of science.

�e green glass sea by Ellen Klages
In 1943, Dewey Kerrigan travels by train to live 
with her father, who is working on a top secret 
government project.

Hattie Big Sky by Kirby Larson
Sixteen-year-old Hattie Brooks travels to Montana 
in the winter of 1918 to prove the homesteading 
claim she inherits from her uncle. With a 
determined spirit she faces many obstacles such as 
a blizzard, drought and a cranky cow.

�e higher power of Lucky by Susan Patron
Smart, spunky Lucky lives in Hard Pan, 
California (population 43). When she fears her 
guardian is going to leave her, she runs away and 
�nds herself along the way. 

In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson 
by Bette Bao Lord
Shirley moves to the United States from China 
where she makes new friends, learns a new 
language and �nds strength in playing baseball. 

Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell
Karana is strong and determined as she survives 
living alone on a deserted island.

Moon over Manifest 
by Clare Vanderpool
In the summer of 1936, Abilene is sent to the 
small town of Manifest, Kansas, to live with a 
family friend. While there, she uncovers secrets 
about the town and her family.

Number the stars by Lois Lowry
In 1943, a ten-year old girl takes enormous risks 
to protect her Jewish friend when the Nazis 
occupy Denmark.

Rules by Cynthia Lord
Twelve-year-old Catherine has spent much of her 
life helping her brother write rules to help him 
navigate the world while living with autism. When 
she makes some new friends, she starts to question 
her behavior and reconsiders what it means to be a 

good friend.

�e true confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi
Charlotte Doyle sets sail across the Atlantic 
Ocean and �nds herself alone on a huge ship and 
stuck in a con�ict between the mutinous crew 
and a very angry captain. 

�e witch of Blackbird Pond 
by Elizabeth George Speare
Sixteen-year-old Kit adjusts to Puritan life in 1687 
Connecticut. She befriends an old woman and 
soon �nds herself accused of witchcraft.

A wrinkle in time by Madeleine L’Engle
Meg, her younger brother, Charles Wallace and 
their friend, Calvin, travel across space and time 
to rescue Meg’s father who disappeared while 
experimenting with time travel.
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