
Cabin on Trouble Creek 
by Jean Van Leeuwen
Two young boys journey from Pennsylvania to 
Ohio with their father to claim and clear their land in 1803. �e 
boys are left alone to guard the land and have many adventures 
when their father goes back to Pennsylvania to get the rest of the 
family.

�e Cay by �eodore Taylor
When a torpedo blasts their ship during World War II, a 
twelve-year-old white boy is stranded on a Caribbean island with 
an older black man where they struggle to survive.

Crossing the Wire by Will Hobbs
While attempting to illegally enter into the United States from 
Mexico, Victor struggles to survive so he can earn money to help 
support his family at home.

Death Mountain by Sherry Shahan
Erin and Mae become lost in the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains during a lightning storm 
and fight for survival while waiting to be 
rescued.

Doc Wilde and the Frogs of Doom 
by Tim Byrd
Wren and Brian Wilde journey to the South 
American jungle to help their world-famous 
adventurer father rescue their grandfather.

Getting Air by Dan Gutman
Jimmy, his sister, and two friends, defeat hijackers that have 
taken over their airplane, but when they crash, they must struggle 
to survive in a remote area.

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
A thirteen-year-old boy spends 54 days alone in the Canadian 
wilderness after his plane crashes, leaving the pilot dead.  Slowly, 
he learns to survive using both instincts and his hatchet.

Hurricane: A Novel by Terry Trueman
A thirteen-year-old boy takes charge in dealing with the 
devastation in his small Hondurus community when Hurricane 
Mitch hits and kills many of his family and friends.

Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo
A young boy and his dog are swept overboard and washed up on 
an island where the boy soon realizes that the island is occupied 
by a lone man.

Leepike Ridge by N.D. Wilson
After a treacherous downstream ride on a raft, Tom finds himself 
trapped in underground caves as he struggles to survive.

�e Lost Island of Tamarind by Nadia Aguiar
In a fierce storm at sea, a thirteen-year-old girl is suddenly in 
charge of her younger siblings when her parents are washed 
overboard and the children land on a deserted island.
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�e Misadventures of Maude March, or, Trouble 
Rides a Fast Horse by Audrey Couloumbis
When two sisters become orphaned for the second time, they 
leave Iowa and head west in search of their uncle and a new life.

Nick of Time by Ted Bell
When Nick and his sister, Katie, discover a treasure chest, they 
encounter a pirate, who kidnaps Nick’s dog and will only return 
him in exchange for the treasure chest.

Night of the Howling Dogs by Graham Salisbury
A group of boy scouts on an overnight camping trip in Hawaii 
use their survival skills when an earthquake and tsunami strike.

Nim’s Island by Wendy Orr
Nim and her father, Jack, live in a deserted tropical paradise.  
When Jack goes on a trip to collect plankton, he becomes 
marooned in a storm, and Nim is injured while on the island 

alone.

Peter and the Starcatchers by 
Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson
A prequel to Peter Pan – this is the 
story of Peter and his new friend, Molly, 
and their adventures when their ship – 
�e Never Land – is marooned on a 
tropical island.

�e 7 Professors of the Far 
North by John Fardell
While staying with Ben, Zara, and their 

great-uncle, Sam is suddenly swept up in a rescue mission to the 
Arctic to rescue the great-uncle and several other professors 
who have been kidnapped by an evil man.

�e Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George Speare
�irteen-year-old Matt develops a relationship with a Native 
American boy and learns about his culture when he is left on his 
own to guard his family’s new home in the Maine wilderness.

�e True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi
A thirteen-year-old girl makes a transatlantic trip to return to 
her family in Rhode Island and finds that she is on a ship with a 
mutinous all-male crew when the captain of the ship is 
murdered.

Tunnels by Roderick Gordon
When his father goes missing, Will and his friend search 
through the tunnels beneath Will’s house and discover a 
mysterious underground city.

White Star: A Dog on the Titanic by Marty Crisp
A twelve-year-old boy aboard the S.S. Titanic, offers to take 
care of the ship’s animals and becomes very 
attached to the dog of ship owner, J. Bruce 
Ismay.

Wild River by P.J. Petersen
Two brothers, Ryan and Tanner, go on a 
kayaking trip and have an accident in the 
rapids.  With Tanner unconscious, Ryan has 
to save them.
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